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It seems safe to conclude that the disastrous Bengal famine was not the

reflection of aremarkable over all shortage of foodgrainsin Bengal.®
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The 1943 famine can indeed be described as a‘boom famine' related to power-

ful inflationary pressure initiated by public expenditure expansion.®
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Among other evils the invitable oblack market6 spread its tentacles to every
rook and corner of the country. The Government also failed to realise the serious
shortage of every from the dconsumersd goods and were most reluctant to re-

lease the mills and factories for the production articles of everyday use.”
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Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation, Amartya Sen,
Clarendon Press, Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK, 1981, P. 75
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ters, inter-linking them in atight and fascinating relationship.*
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