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VIDIASAGAR UNIVERSITY
Psson Pohitra Keiomarr Bhabrabards
Do Chancellor

Date: 17.05.2023
MESSAGE

[ am happy to learn that the 1*" International Conference
on “JJeE FIer Feple FZOns: FINIGE (GONF is going to be
organized by the Department of Bengali, Midnapore City
College, Bhadutala, Paschim Medinipur on >4 June, 2023.

I commend this collective endeavour and hope that the
deliberations in the Conference will really be enriching to all
the participants.

I convey my best wishes for the success of the same.

,'Q, \gJ:o 23

(Professor Pa umar Chakrabarti)

Dr. Pradip Ghosh,

Director,

Midnapore City College,
Kuturiya, Bhadutala,
Paschim Medinipur - 721 129

Midnapore 721102 West Bengal India
Telefax: (03222) 275329 (Office)
E-mail: vc@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in







VIDYASAGAR UNIVERSITY

P.O. : Vidyasagar University, Midnapore - 721 102, Dist.: Paschim Medinipur,
West Bengal, INDIA.

Dated : 24.05.2023

MESSAGE

S am vewy happy Lo Learn that the DMidnapore City Colfege, Kauturiya,
Bhadutals, Midnapore in the Diakict of Paachim Medinipun, offifiated to
Vidyasagar WUninewity, i going to publickh an @hotract Book on the accasion
of organising fisst (16t) Sntemationa Conference on " T TFIE-TCFS-
ARSIEET : TMEE TS "onganised by the Department of Pengakh of
the 0aid colfege on Second June Fuo Fhousand Fuoenty Shace (02.06.2023) in
the colleqe promines. 3 entend my Baot wiahes Lo the Collage @uthority, off membars
of the Department of Bengali and other associated members for taking necessary
okepa for the publication of such a Book which will inapire fo the Leachers, sludents
and othess.

M
] K. Nandi)

To R( gistrar
N Vidyasagar University
Dr. Prachp Ghosh Midnapore - 721102

Director, West Bengal, India
Midnapore City College,

Kuturiya, Bhadutala,

Midnapore,

Dist. : Paschim Medinipur,

Pin : 721 129.

Telephone : (03222) 298220, Fax : (03222) 275297 / 275329
e-mail : registrar@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in/regis_admin@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in
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T, &fts (I (Founder Director, Midnapore City College)

T, $9 (@ (TIC, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Paramedical and Allied Health
Science)

T, WA 24 (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Paramedical and Allied Health
Science)

T, Jfofrer A (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Paramedical and Allied Health
Science)

T, *I¥q ¥4 N?1@ (Associate Professor, Dept. of Paramedical and Allied
Health Science)

T, qf+fel A (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Humanities)
T, A & (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Humanities)
A 9IS &I (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Humanities)
R ¥919 ST (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Humanities)
R/ fgfee TfE<s (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Humanities)
R oY AR (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Humanities)
R FAFSETF W (Asst. Registrar)

R WS WA (Accountant)

] wif*g IR S (Asst. Librarian)

Afs @it 9 (Cashier)

Al 2 2l (Office Assistant)

&) 9« WES (Graphic Designer & IT)

&) AL CAADGR (Exam cell Member)

& X9 BIYA (Exam cell Member)

AT *9{1 A @A (Asst. Accountant)
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Laso Mung and Lepchas’ Fight for Survival: A Political Interpretation
of Lepcha Movement in the Darjeeling District of West Bengal

Abhsihek Chakravorty
Assistant Professor of English & Doctoral Research Scholar
Department of Humanities
Midnapore City College
&

Dr. Arpita Raj
Assistant Professor of English & Head
Department of Humanities

Midnapore City College

The Lepchas are the indigenous tribe of the hilly regions of Darjeeling and
Kalimpong in West Bengal. They have a long and deep connection with the land
itself establishing their hold in the region ethnically regardless of the looming
threat of the other mainstream cultures. Known as the ‘Rongkups’, the Lepchas
believe themselves as the ‘children of the snowy peak’ representing a strong bond
with hilly landscape of Eastern Himalayas. The Lepchas have been an integral part
of Darjeeling region from the early 13th century. Though they have been
occasionally threatened by other cultural groups from the hills and the plains of
Bengal, still they have managed to survive against all odds. Their ability to survive
and sustain is evident in their origin stories which are coming out of their
enriched folk narratives. According to Lepcha myth, the indigenous ethnic people
survived only after defeating the demon Laso Mung, an outcast. The objective of
my paper will be to analyze the myth of Laso Mung and construct it as a tool for
the Lepchas to establish themselves as a strong community belonging to the Bengal

socio-cultural milieu.
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Climatic Thoughts of Rabindranath Tagore: An Ecocritical Study

Agnidev Manna
UGC- Junior Research Fellow,

Department of History, Vidyasagar University

Ecocriticism is a literary approach that examines literature in the context of
environmental issues. By studying Bengali literature from an ecocritical perspective,
we can raise awareness about critical environmental concerns such as climate
change, biodiversity loss, soil erosion, deforestation, air and water pollution, and
toxic waste. Rabindranath Tagore, a great Nobel laureate writer and artist, was an
environmentalist who deeply understood nature and its impact on humanity. The
paper primarily focuses on Rabindranath’s outlook on climate. His songs on nature
capture the unique characteristics of each season in a lyrical and environmentally
conscious way. Tagore demonstrates the intimate connection between climate,
human emotions, culture, and material life through his works. Many of his songs in
Gitanjali were written in Santiniketan and convey a profound spiritual perspective.
Furthermore, Tagore’s writings aimed to promote climate change awareness and
suggested conservation efforts to combat environmental destruction. In this article,
the focus is on Tagore’s portrayal of the impact of seasonal variations on both
human civilisation and the environment, as well as his insights into the issue of

climate change awareness.
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Understanding Colonial Bengal and Reconstructing
Bengali Culture and Ethos, Through the Lens of

Detective Fiction: Kaushik Majumdar’s Mason Trilogy (Surjotamosi,
Nibarsaptak & Agniniroy)
Ayan Dutta

Student of English, UG 6 Semester

Department of Humanities, Midnapore City College

In Kaushik Majumdar’s Mason trilogy, we can see the use of chronotope,
parallel storylines, and the presence of multiple narratives throughout the novels,
to slowly reveal a vast conspiracy against the monarchy by those who were
discarded by the mainstream society to subvert the power structure. The text
brilliantly showcases the lives of some talented and skillful individuals from
Colonial Bengal, who despite facing significant economic hardship, can run
parallelly with their supposedly empowered Western counterparts. My objective is
to find out how these texts showcase the social, economic, political, psychological,
religious, gender, educational, and medical aspects of Bengal during Raj. The article
will also analyze the crime committed in the text, the type of it, and people of
which level of the ‘societal hierarchy is behind it.” The paper will also ponder over
the question, of whether the biases of racial superiority are getting challenged or
the colonial mindset is simply allowing the native characters to bow in front of
their colonial masters, in those select writings. I think analyzing Majumdar’s
representations of Bengal will lead us to recreate the psyche of all kinds of people
who lived in Bengal, natives, colonizers, and the Anglo-Indians, and help us
understand the atmosphere of Colonial Bengal in a truly multidimensional and
multifaceted way.
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Bengal Famine of 1943 and Indian People’s Theatre Association (IPTA)
Bijoy Mandal
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science

Midnapore College (Autonomous)

The Famine of Bengal was highly destructive in Bengal province. As far as
causes are concerned famine are two types— man made and nature made mainly
caused by dearth of rainfall, drought, flood, storm etc. These may bring about
disasters effects resulting in famine. The famine of 1943 was fall out both man
made and nature made disasters. Indian People’s Theatre Association (IPTA) is the
cultural front of Communist Party of India. It was founded in Mumbai in 1943. One
of the aims of IPTA was to create consciousness of right among the masses through
drama. Those who were dedicated to this cause, came forward and a number of
new dramas were written and staged one after another. ‘Aagun’ (fire) written by
Bijan Bhattacharya in the backdrop of famine was staged in Star Theatre in 1944,
after that, ‘Jawanbandi written by Manoranjan Bhattacharya was staged. In this

series most remarkable drama was ‘Nabanna'.

Partition and Vilification of Body : Exploring Violence against
Marginalized Women in the Select Writings of Dalits in Bengal
Biswadeb Rajbanshi

Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities, Midnapore City College

Mass migration victimzed women, children and other during partition of
Bengal in 1947. The polarity of power based on religion led the contemporary
nationalists to choose the provision of religion. Being marginalized by gender,
caste, class, Dalit women are the worst victims of violence and brutality during the

Partition of Bengal in 1947. This paper is an attempt to explore how masculine
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libidinous desires vilified marginalized women during the Partition of Bengal in
1947. To explore the interlinked violence against Dalit women and masculine lust
for possessing their body, this paper considers Kapil Krishna Thakur’s Anya Ihudi
(‘The Other Jew’) as primary text. The theoretical framework of Post-colonial
consciousness related to partition and violence against women and memory will be

taken into consideration while elaborating the ideas in the texts.

Tiger of Bengal, A K Fazlul Haque in the Light of history

Sk. Ekramul Hossain
Ph.D. Research Fellow, Department of Folklore
The University of Kalyani.

Dr. Debalina Debnath
Assistant Professor, Department of Folklore

The University of Kalyani

The undisputed great leader of the Indian subcontinent is Abul Kashem Fazlul
Haque. He is known as Sher-e-Bangla or the Tiger of Bengal for his political
wisdom, foresight and immense courage. Fazlul Haque who possessed multi-talents
undertook various programs including the expansion of education for the neglected
classes, the emergence of Bengali nationalism and the abolition of the landlord
system. He was the originator of the historic Lahore Resolution. He loved the
deprived section of the society of the country from the bottom of his heart and
sacrificed his life for their welfare. The purpose of my essay is to highlight the
activities of this famous political person in the light of history.
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A Brief Study of the Scientific Temperament, Ethical Sensibility, and
Exploitative Aspects of it in Bengali Culture through Select Texts of
Saradindu Bandyopadhyay
Ekta Kar

Student of English, UG 6 Semester

Department of Humanities, Midnapore City College

The writings of Saradindu Bandyopadhyay do not confine themselves to the
tag of Detective Fiction only, as the author himself stated in an interview with a
renowned journalist, Partha Chattopadhyay, of the Ananadabazar Patrika, that he
wanted to write detective fiction with such sagacity so that its literary conscience
can be preserved in an intellectual level. He also said that the stories of Byomkesh
Bakshi can also be read as a social novel. Now, it also opens the door, to much
more multidimensional and multifaceted interpretations, such as the study of
Byomkesh as a science fiction, at least understand the elements of it and how it
portrays the culture and lifestyle of a Bengal which is long gone, but is
immortalized through literature - colonial Bengal. “The Gramophone Pin Mystery”
deals with the ‘brilliant mind’ yet evil incarnate Prafulla Roy’s genius ‘instrument’
of death and how it fooled the Calcutta Police. In “Calamity Strikes” on the other
hand, is about the literary playfulness of the author, who keeps on giving clues to
the reader in the name of ‘blustering of the unsuccessful,” at the same time
depicting the tragic reality of poverty gradually infiltrating and poisoning the
ethical boundaries of Bengali, or rather Indian scientists for the damned need of
survival. As both texts profusely symbolize the evil of science, it’s my objective to
understand the correlation between them as well as, how they foil each other. The
goal is to define, how on a way bigger scale, the elements of science fiction in
these two texts can lead us to a rediscovery of the social, economic, and political
structure of the Bengali lifestyle of that time.
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Kurmi Movement in Post-Colonial Bengal : A Social Survey of
Jangalmahal

Somnath Rana,

Assistant Professor, Midnapore City College

Jangalmahal of West Bengal belonging to Chotanagpur Plateau region in East
India is the home of various communities depending on nature. One of them is the
Kurmis. Initially, they were enlisted as schedule tribe by the colonial government.
However, in 1930 Kurmis came out of this list. One of the reasons for this was the
desire of the Kurmis to achieve higher ethnic status. Several noble Kurmi people
wanted to gain social status. They claimed to be Kshatriyas and started holding
sacred thread (upavitas).But most of these people were economically backward.
Their Life was largely dependent on nature. As a result, they were deprived from
various facilities for a long time. After the establishment of an independent
government in India, the Kurmis had high hopes, they thought the government
will return their old caste status, but they are still in same caste status. After long
time of independence they did not get back their old caste status. Although the
government has identified these Kurmis as a backward class in West Bengal, they
are not satisfied. That is why the people of this community organize themselves by
raising their awareness. Time has come down to the path of movement. In various
ways the Kurmis have tried to highlight their individual identity. They have taken
special care in the development of Kurmali language besides various meetings and
gatherings. From the past they tried to highlight the contribution of Kurmis for
the country’s independence. After the Sanskritisation, most of the Kurmis were
unable to change their socio-economic condition. So they started Kurmi movement
to establish their self-identity.
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The Effect of Imperial Propagandas on the Conscience and
Consciousness of Bengali People and Deconstructing the Usage of
Subtext in Children’s Literature: A Postcolonial Study of Satyajit Ray’s

The Tree with Golden Leaves
Subhranil Ghosh

Student of English, UG 6 Semester
Department Of Humanities

Satyajit Ray’s writing over decades has touched the hearts of many Bengali
children. 1t’s quite common among young people of Bengal to feel nostalgic with the
bare mention of Feluda and Professor Shonku as those texts offer their escapades,
which drove the readers away with the protagonist to a land far away from them,
sometimes crossing nations or even continents, such as Rajasthan, Hong Kong, Tibet
and a Cemetery situated in Calcutta. Ray’s “The Tree with Golden Leaves” talks about
the glory of Indian Culture, an herb found in Charak Sambhita, that ‘other than a Kashi-
based holy man, no one else has seen or heard of turns out to be a ‘miracle to cure
all complaints, a pill to destroy all illness’, which Herr Goring wanted to confiscate
from Shonku, to analyze elements of it and use it only for the medicinal treatment of
members who leads the Nazi Party. The objective of the article is to analyze the
cultural appropriation of Indian culture by the authoritarian Nazi Party and Shonku’s
ingenious use of the stigmatized misconception about Indian Mysticism against the
Germans. The paper will also try to focus on a much more multidimensional and
multifaceted interpretation of the text to focus on how the political propaganda of
Dorothy, poisons the conscience of Shonku about the value of German life, directly
challenging the humanitarian approach to life taken by Tripureswar Shonku, Shonku’s
father. All in all, through this paper, I'll try to understand the subtext hidden in the
story, the factor of Shonku being used as nothing but a political tool by both Germans
and Britishers alike, in the war between themselves, but Shonku having the submissive
mindset of a colonized native, failing to recognize the vile nature of British people,
hiding behind the well-wishing dogma of ‘the white man’s burden’.
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