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VIDYASAGAR UNIVERSITY

P.O. : Vidyasagar University, Midnapore - 721 102, Dist.: Paschim Medinipur,
West Bengal, INDIA.

Dated : 21.02.2023

MESSAGE

Bhadutala, Midnapore in the District of Paschim Medinipus, affiliated to
Vidyasagar Univewity, o qoing to publich its 82  edition of College
Magagine, namely, "Recall' on  Fifth March I Fhousand Swenty Hhree
(05.03.2028) in the college premises. S extend my beok siohes to the Colfege
of such a magagine ta enfighten its conslant creative, impulsive and omooth
penegination which will inspise to the teadhers, otudents and athers.

ﬁwm@[ﬂww%m%m@w "Recall" wifl

be a q/ma auccess.

(Dr.J. K. Nandi)
o Vidyasli;gfgiirversity
S e Midnapore - 721102
Teacher-in-Charge, West Bengal, India

Midnapore City College
Kuturiya, Bhadutala,
Midnapore,

Dist. : Paschim Medinipur,
Pin : 721 129.

Telephone : (03222) 298220, Fax : (03222) 275297 / 275329
e-mail : registrar@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in/regis_admin@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in
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Dr. Pradip Ghosh
Director
Midnapore City College
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WL MCLOnEne org.n

Campus: Kuturiya, Bhadutala, Midnapore, Paschim Medinipur,

Recognised by UGC, Govt. of India, Higher Education Department, Pin- 721129, West Bengal, India
Govt. of West Bengal & Affiliated to Vidyasagar University Phone:  +91 9932318368, +91 B967598946

Run & Managed by MORAINE HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION Website: www.mcconline.org.in
E-mail:  director@mcconline.org.in
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Dr. Kuntal Ghosh
Teachsr-m-charge
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Forsaken The Suicide
Dr. Rajkumar Bera Biswadev Rajbansi
Asst. Prof. of English Dept. Asst. Prof. of English Dept.

Blow the Mind, not till the end
Fracture, with deepest condolence

A bitch, with swollen stomach, halted.
She was looking for a secure shelter to
breed.

She was driven out of homes, lanes and

Subdue the sardines of Unconscious
For anomalies, Jung can take aside.

alleys.

Go, go, never out the voice sound Where would she go ?

Friction-fraction balms the disturbed
counts, She moved no more,

Still, claim for the humming, not to be And waited for a moment on the

graved with National Highway 34.

Rebuffed, ransacked and re-consoled Once she turned left and then right,

No stone could move her, nor shouts
Go, go, to the Lethe, not to the fullest

To toll back the soul to the best Life
realised

made her afraid,
Rather, she legged ahead.

Bitten heart croaked, never aspires Suddenly a truck knocked her down,

beyond Another made her almost flat-

AUGIETTIE 12 DR Seits @ A last bark, her last impulse, could only
be heard !

The oozing out blood mopped black

sensation
Gone... gone... gone, ever, never to be

restored...

pitch
And her scattered canines, incisors and
eyeballs showed relief.

An unkindness of ravens
Slowly began to hover at entrails...

They were fast, swift and eccentric
To fill their
Ravenous appetite.
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Chadar Badar : An Endangered Santal Puppetry Show

Dr. Arpita Raj
Asst. Prof. of English Dept.

The social existence of Santal has always been expressed through the performances. The
Santals are cognizant of their indigeneity. They express their identity, their ‘being’, their
existence through their rituals and performances. Performance theorist, Richard Schener
has accurately given the description of ‘performance’ through four steps. They are-

Being- It signifies the consciousness about the existence of someone or something. The
people of Santal community are real, active and proudly exhibit their convention and
culture. The artists present their indigenous being through their songs.

Being doing- The artist’s ‘doing’ is their reality. They are also equally significant to keep
up their ethnicity alive. They represent their ethnicity through their existence.

Showing doing- It signifies the action of artists and the reaction of puppets. This showing
doing is nothing else but the performance of the artists and musicians. ‘Showing doing’
emphasises the importance of indigenous identity of Santal which get reflected through
the art and artisans.

Explaining showing doing- This stage encourages us to study and research about Chadar
Badar.

Comprehension of the rare authentic Santal puppetry leads us to understand the
expression of indigeneity as performance and performance as an expression of
indigeneity. The puppeteers like Daman Murmu from and SomMurmu from West Bengal
are trying to pass on this indigenous art to next generation and artisans are doing their
best to preserve this art from getting obsolete.

To Santal people performances are called ‘art’. The artists perform artistic performances.
Earlier they were invited to perform and entertain at the marriage ceremonies or at
festivals in rural side. Some of the artists performed it for their earning and livelihood.
Earlier Chadar Badar puppetry always played a pivotal role in reviving traditional
entertainment. The sound and rhythm of traditional Santal music like ‘Baje Banam’,
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‘Lagara’, ‘Tirenya’ or flute and the ‘Tunda’ or ‘Madol’ created an enchanting atmosphere

earlier. The artists narrated their stories from ancient Santali culture by using words
and verse and the experienced singer made the puppets do the correct gesture to create
a proper atmosphere of Chadar Badar. Duration of the performance generally depends
on the interest of the spectators. The puppets look animated in presence of music and
musical instruments. Performance truly signifies the authenticity of Santali culture.
Santls sing and tell the stories of the legends through the puppetry, Chadar Badar.
Santals, the ‘adivasi’ of India had been evicted from their own land by the selfish
Zaminders. They fought against British Colonization to have their right and exact
inhabitance. They never forget the sacrifice of their heroes like Sidho-Kanho. Their life
force, ego and awareness of culture work as a ‘sub-text’ of their performance. The
puppeteers are emotionally attached to their puppets. They are often personified and
treated like their own children. Out of love and affection they create them, enliven them
and present them before the audience through the authentic puppetry show, Chadar
Badar. Earlier the puppeteers performed it before Zaminder on a particular date of
festivals were also awarded hugely in both cash and kind due to the lively performance
of such indigenous art. Such an enriched colourful puppetry show is now endangered.
Even very few Santal people also show interest to this endangered art and artisan. The
artisans of Chadar Badar perform their tradition, culture and their identity and present
their indigenousness through the performances.

In a Santal society folk performance like Chadar Badar work as a socio —cultural force
which is the source of life activities in their life. The folk art or performance of any
community helps to preserve the age-old tradition, and ritual of society. All the festivals,
songs, tradition, belief and superstition in a Santal society are surviving orally through
folk performances. In most cases the authorship of the song is anonymous. Sometimes
they are the literary product of a single person or of a community. They reflect the
primitivism of Santal life. songs oozing out spontaneously from the mind of Santal
performers depict their enriched culturallife. Chadar Badar very evidently depicts socio-
cultural background of the Santal society. As a socio-historical art, the puppetry, Chadar
Badar constitutes an essential and valuable social document. The indigenous Santal
performance manifests the spirit and character like any other folk art. The ethnic people
like Santal sing while performing the puppetry which represents the social customs,
religious beliefs, ritualistic pattern, ceremonial rites, heredity, cults and culture. The
artisans beautifully present the socio-religious rituals, ceremonies, pain, suffering of
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everyday life. The content of the song of puppetry sung by the male singers only is very
much related with their conventional customs, ritualistic behaviour and their simple
philosophy of life. They can best be understood while watching the live performance of
Chadar Badar which is almost on the verge of extinct presently.
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Test Anxiety During Exam and the Process of Reducing It
Prasanta Kumar Ghata,
Asst. Prof. of Education

Learning is a continuous process. It is justified by evaluation. Different types of
evaluations are conducted for justification of learning outcomes as well as behavioural
outcomes, such as continuous and comprehensive evaluation, formative evaluation and
summative evaluation. The evaluation type is selected on the basis of the purpose of
judgment. Throughout my teaching career, | observe various kinds of students
comprising of different psychologies. Few of them are studious, meritorious and abled
who are serious about their learning, some are abled but not serious and others are
moderately abled but diversified etc. Most of them learn well but they are feeling stressed
at the time of their test. Yerkes-Dodson law said that increased arousal or stress will
actually increase your performance - up to a certain point.

It is perfectly natural for a student to be anxious during the preparation or giving a
test. Too much anxiety about a test is commonly referred to as test anxiety. Test anxiety
IS very common among students. It can interfere in their preparation and they may have
difficulty in learning and remembering what they need to know for the test. Further,
too much anxiety may block their performance. Students may face difficulty in
demonstrating what they know during the test. Test anxiety can cause a host of problems
in students. Although each person will experience a different collection of symptoms
with differing degrees of intensity, the symptoms fall into a few categories.

Physical - headaches, nausea or diarrhoea, extreme body temperature changes, excessive
sweating, shortness of breath, light-headedness or fainting, rapid heartbeat, and/or dry
mouth.

Emotional - excessive feelings of fear, disappointment, anger, depression, uncontrollable
crying or laughing, feelings of helplessness.

Behavioural - fidgeting, pacing, substance abuse, avoidance.

Cognitive - racing thoughts, 'going blank’, difficulty in concentrating, negative self-talk,
feelings of dread, comparing himself to others, difficulty in organizing his thoughts.
Stressful emotions can inhibit a student’s ability to absorb, retain and recall information.
Anxiety creates a kind of "noise™ or "mental static” in the brain that blocks their ability
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to retrieve what'’s stored in memory and also greatly impairs their ability to comprehend

and reason.

Being well prepared for the test is the best way to reduce test taking anxiety. They
should space out their studying over a few days or weeks, and have to review class
material continuously. They should not wait until the night before and try to learn
everything the night before. They must try to maintain a positive attitude while
preparing for the test and during the test. Exercising for a few days before the test will
help in reducing stress. They should get a good night sleep before the test. They should
read the directions slowly and carefully. If they don't understand the directions of the
test, then they must have to ask the teacher to explain it to them. They should skim
through the test so that they have a good idea how to pace theirselves. They must have
to write down important formulas, facts, definitions and/or keywords in the margin first
so they won't have to worry about forgetting them. They must have to do the simple
questions first to help building up their confidence for the harder questions. They should
not worry about how fast other people finish their test; they just have to concentrate
on their own test. They must have to focus on the question at hand; should not let their
mind wander on other things. Students should plan their entire semester or course in
advance. They must conduct short reviews of lecture notes before and after class. They
should look over examples done in class for courses.
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Naughty Dog's The Last of Us Part Il: Juggling Ideas in a zombie-infested

post-apocalyptic world

Abhishek Chakravorty, Department of English

Introduction:

Naughty Dog’s The Last of Us Part Il came out in 2020 as a sequel to The Last of Us in
2013. Just like its predecessor, the sequel also captured the hearts of the players and
critics because of its unconventional narrative structure. It has been published by Sony
Interactive Entertainment for the Play Station 4. According to a review post by The
Washington Post on June 24, 2020, the writer Neil Druckmann stated that "And there
was such a positive reaction to that trailer”. When we are talking about the
unconventional narrative, the game has the power to put players in a conflicting position
from where they have to find the true meaning of the narrative motif. This very struggle
the players face is the source of all the critical perspectives that we can generate out of
the world created in The Last of Us Part II. Conflict, struggle, fear, revenge, death, love,
friendship, forgiveness, and life- all these issues and emotions have been presented
through a non-linear narrative where the intermingling of the present with past
flashbacks has constructed a unique play of human life.

The Last of Us Part Il & juggling ideas:

The story of Last of Us Part Il has been set four years after the incidents in the first
game. It deals with two protagonists- Ellie and Abby. Ellie is the fan-favorite protagonist
from the first game who has entered a mature phase of her life. The narrative has very
delicately examined and explores the complex relationship between Ellie and Joel. The
death of Joel, at the beginning of the game, has been an important shock to the players
and critics alike. But that very death has created lots of opportunities to look into some
rich perspectives that would eventually lead to a tragic yet empathetic acceptance of
life. Ellie’s troublesome relationship with Joel has originated from the exposure that Joel
was the one who fabricated a lie that she couldn’t be a source of cure of the fungal
infection. Ellie wanted her life to mean something; she wanted a purpose in life. To her,
Joel took that chance away from her. It can be seen as Ellie's egocentrism of her teenage
years. According to Jean Piaget, egocentrism can take multiple forms and in teenagers,
it is also associated with physical and psychological changes (Galanaki, 1). She, at first,
failed to understand that it was Joel's fatherly love that forced him to take that step.
Only after the death of that father figure, she went on a revenge spree to punish those
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who were responsible. But, the revenge tendency came out of her conflicted emotional
status. It was Ellie’s own guilt that forced her to take the perilous journey through the
post-apocalyptic flooded Seattle city to find her own peace with the memory of Joel.
Ellie’s encounters with guitars across her journey and constant haunting flashbacks of
her problematic relationship with Joel have stimulated the richness of the narrative flow.
Ellie is like the male version of Shakespeare's Hamlet, where Joel is the ghost of the
king and Hamlet's father. In Hamlet, we see that hamlet is tormented by dividing
pressure between his duty to avenge his father and his inability to take necessary actions
to fulfill it;

“To be, or not to be, that is the question-

Whether °tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them.” (Hamlet, 158)

Ellie's rampage and killings only prove that like Hamlet, she is also conflicted. Constantly
haunted by the dreams and memories, she has taken steps that are rather outrageous
and outright murderous. Hamlet ended with the death of nearly everyone involved in
the narrative; in the case of Ellie, at the end of the game, she has been able to come to
terms with her inner guilt and madness.

A major narrative device that has shocked the players of The Last of Us Part Il is the
introduction of Abigail ‘Abby’ Anderson as the second playable protagonist. Abby plays
a vital role in the narrative as she is the one who has murdered Joel at the beginning.
Now, because of her actions and due to Joel's popularity, she has been hated by the
players from that very moment. But as the narrative progresses it becomes clear that
Abby has murdered out of the same sense of revenge duty which would eventually
torment and fuel Ellie after the death of Joel. It will be revealed that Abby's father, Jerry
Anderson, was the firefly doctor whom Joel had killed at the end of the first game to
save Ellie. Losing her only surviving parent, young Abby was devastated and took the
oath to track down Joel and take her revenge. It can be said that if Ellie represents who
Hamlet really was, Abby represents what Hamlet wanted to become. Her character was
praised by the critics as she has a gradual transformation from a revengeful angel to a
benevolent mother figure through the narrative. The introduction of Abby as a
protagonist has been criticized by the players as they were unable to accept her role as
the murderer of Joel. But after progressing through the story with Abby, it has been
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revealed that she has her own tale to tell and we can't just condemn her as a killer and

a villain. Her story has a different perspective than Ellie’s and we need to consider it.
Abby's story can be best analyzed with the concept of Stephen Greenblatt's New
Historicism. According to Greenblatt and other New Historicists, history can be read and
interpreted from multiple points of view. The popular story may not be the only valid
version (Nayar, 202):

“There is no such thing as objective history because narratives are, like language,
produced in a context and are governed by social, economic and political interests of
the dominant groups/institutions.” (Nayar, 203)

Abby's story tells us that we cannot always focus on Ellie’s story to understand the world
of The Last of Us, but there are also other versions of the same story but from a different
perspective.

In the course of the narrative, we do not only see the conflict of ideas between Ellie and
Abby but also between the WLFs or the Wolves and the Seraphites or the Scars. Where
the Washington Liberation Front, led by Isaac Dixon, represent the idea where man can
again climb the ecological ladder to control his surrounding with the help of technology,
the Seraphites, led by Emily, represent the idea of return to nature. Now, we can't deny
the fact that both of them represent the brutality of survival as players, during
campaigns, experience numerous scenes of brutality and murder committed by both
factions. It is a perfect representation of Thomas Hobbes's State of Nature where the
society is anarchical and on the verge of a civil war (Green, 3). Michel Foucault through
his "analysis of power' has stated that socio-political institutions showcase their power
to dominate the powerless parts of the society (Balan, 1). They create certain social
features that separate them from the powerless and oppressed sections condemning
them as inferiors and sub-humans. Sergiu Balan in his M. Foucault's View on Power
Relations has stated that according to Foucault:

“..power is not something that can be owned, but rather something that acts and
manifests itself in a certain way; it is more a strategy than a possession: “Power must
be analyzed as something which circulates, or as something which only functions in the
form of a chain..Power is employed and exercised through a netlike
organization...Individuals are the vehicles of power, not its points of application.”...”
(Balan, 2)

Because of the facial scars that the seraphites have on their faces, they have been
condemned as 'Scars' by the so-called progressive WLFs. To them, the scars are symbols
of primitivism and backwardness and that gave them the authority to destroy the
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seraphites near the end of the game in the name of stability of society and maintaining

peace. Both the WLFs and the Seraphites were responsible for the end of the peace
treaty. But what the WLFs did in the seraphite island was nothing but genocide.
Amidst this chaos and conflict, the narrative does feature the theme of love and family.
The romantic relation between Ellie and Dina is not only a breath of positive air but
also a symbol of LGBT ideals. Ellie has been accompanied by Dina, though she is pregnant,
and has refused to let her suffer alone. Near the end of the game, the farmhouse, with
Ellie, Dina, and their son, represents, possibly, a happy yet complex future for them. The
whole issue is a solid example of queer theory and the empowerment of sexuality.
Foucault, in his History of Sexuality, has said that sexuality and sexual identity are
located within the ideas promoted by the power structures of the society (Nayar, 185).
The dance scene in the game, where Dina has embraced Ellie in front of everybody and
kissed her, is not only representing love and affection, but also it is a movement against
social restrictions on sexual identity. Within the narrative of The Last of Us Part II,
both Ellie and Dina are opposing the concept of ‘totalitarian heterosexuality’ and
symbolizing the radicalesbians (Nayar, 194).

Finally, we need to talk about the very background of the game- the zombie apocalypse
caused by the spread of Cordyceps fungal infection. Nearly all of humanity has been
wiped out by the pandemic. The victims have been transformed into flesh eaters whose
bodies are covered with fungal scales. Devoid of any human emotions, the infected roam
the ruins of the world only to fulfill their primitive and basic desires. The narrative has
shown mainly four stages of transformation- Runner, Stalker, Clicker, and Bloater. In
The Last of Us Part Il, we have the Shambler. Eventually, the players also meet the
unique Rat King in the lower sections of the hospital in Seattle. When we are talking
about the Cordyceps fungal infection, we have to keep in mind that this genus of fungi
exists in the real world. The fungi Ophiocordyceps camponoti-atricipis is responsible for
the ‘zombification’ of the ant species Camponotus (Myrmothrix) atriceps in the Amazon
rain forest of Central Brazil (Carvalho, Sobczak, Costa & Salgado-Neto, 1261). The whole
process of infection is cyclical in nature as the spores of the fungus infect some ants in
the colony and those infected ants become vessels of the fungus. The infected ants then
go through a series of physiological changes that ultimately lead to their demise. The
infected ants behave under the influence of the fungus and reach strategic and elevated
positions (mainly leaves of higher braches) near the colony and use their mandibles to
attach themselves to those positions. Eventually, the spore-producing structure of the
fungus appears on the bodies of the ants from their inner fungal infection. Those spores
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again spread throughout the colony of the ants to infect other ants to continue their

reproduction (Carvalho, Sobczak, Costa & Salgado-Neto, 1262). In the case of the fungal
infection in the narrative of The Last of Us, we see the transformations and the spreading
of the spores. An infected gradually transforms into blind Bloater or Shambler and, thus,
becoming the physical manifestation of the fungus itself. After completing the cycle, the
infected chooses a secluded and dark corner and dies creating a nest of spores around
him or her to infect others again. Apart from the scientific existence of the fungus, we
can analyze the whole infection cycle from an ecocritical point of view. The post-
apocalyptic world of The Last of Us represents the fall of human civilization. The
haunting ruins from the past are examples of it. The transformation cycle of the infected
itself can showcase the very fact that how through the fungal infection man is finally
becoming a part of nature. The Rat King is important from a psychological point of view.
As Abby goes deeper and deeper into the lower parts of the hospital reaching the trauma
center, it becomes clear to her that the place is still holding the fear, confusion, rage,
and death cries of the early victims of the infection. The assimilation of all those
emotions is represented through the Rat King. We can compare it with the concept of
‘collective unconsciousness’ by Carl Jung. Jung has treated ‘the human self as the totality
of all psychic processes’ (Nayar, 73).

Conclusion:

The Last of Us Part Il is not only a game for entertainment; it is a collective hive of
ideologies. Each incident and each character represents some concept of human life and
its relation to nature. Apart from the main narrative, there are short narratives focusing
on the lives of other unseen victims and survivors of the apocalypse. These micro
narratives are represented through the letters and documents found by Ellie and Abby
throughout their respective journeys. It is up to the players to find them and understand
their underlying values. The world of The Last of Us is massive in structure despite being
a virtual reality. It is a plethora of human emotions transcending the border of the
virtual world and reaching reality.
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Natural Farming: A Livelihood Way for Food Security

Pratonu Bandyopadhyay, Shreyosi Roy, Sudip Bhattacharya
Department of Agriculture

The world’s population is predicted to expand to approximately 10 billion by 2050. It is
expected that in a situation of modest economic growth, this will boost agricultural
demand up to 50%, in comparison to 2013 (FAO 2017, The future of Food and Agriculture-
Trends and challenges). Expanding food production and economic growth have often
come at a heavy cost to the natural environment. There has been significant decrease
in forest cover and biodiversity over the years. Groundwater sources are also getting
depleted rapidly. High-input, resource-intensive farming systems have caused massive
deforestation, water scarcity, soil depletion and high levels of greenhouse gas emissions.

To counter those problems we have to introduce Natural farming. It can be defined as
“chemical- free and livestock based farming”. Soundly grounded in agro-ecology, it is a
diversified farming system that integrates crops, trees and livestock, allowing the
optimum use of functional biodiversity. Natural Farming holds the promise of enhancing
farmers’ income while delivering many other benefits, such as restoration of soil fertility
and environmental health, and mitigating and/or reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Natural Farming builds on natural or ecological processes that exist in or around farms.
Internationally, Natural Farming is considered a form of regenerative agriculture—a
prominent strategy to save the planet. It has the potential to manage land practices and
sequester carbon from the atmosphere in soils and plants, where it is actually useful
instead of being detrimental. Natural Farming has many indigenous forms in India, the
most popular one is practised in Andhra Pradesh. The practice has also spread, in other
forms, to other states, especially those in southern India. It is promoted as ‘Bharatiya
Prakritik Krishi Paddhati’ (BPKP) under the centrally sponsored scheme Paramparagat
Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY). BPKP aims at promoting traditional indigenous practices—
which are largely based on on-farm biomass recycling with an emphasis on mulching
and use of cow dung and urine formulations. It excludes all synthetic chemical inputs.
Currently several states are undertaking Natural farming through central programmes
like RKVY (Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana), PKVY, BPKP and others state specific
programmes. Beejamrit, Jivamrit, Mulching, Whapasa and Plant Protection are five main
components of Natural farming. Those are also consider transformational process towards
‘holistic’ approaches such as agro-ecology, agro-forestry, climate-smart agriculture, and
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conservation agriculture is a necessity. Practices such as agro-ecology, including Natural

Farming, result in better yields without compromising the needs of the future
generations. They are advocated by FAO and other international organizations.

Natural Farming aims to increase yields by maximizing production factors like labour,
soil, equipment and by avoiding the use of non-natural inputs like fertilizers, herbicides
and pesticides. Natural farming advocates the cultivation of diverse species of crops
depending on site-specific agro-climatic conditions. With the help of diversified/mixed
cropping practices, farmers can harvest different types of produce at regular interval
from small parcels of land and earn regular incomes. The mixed cropping system also
improves the nutritional value of soil, minimizes risks, reduces pest loads, boosts
productivity levels and ensures financial sustainability. Natural Farming aims to make
farming viable and aspirational by increasing net incomes of farmers on account of cost
reduction, reduced risks, similar yields, incomes from intercropping, increasing crop
intensity along with availing fair price of the crop grown. Natural Farming aims to
drastically cut down production costs by encouraging farmers to prepare essential
nutrients and plant protection materials with locally available resources, thereby ending
the need for external and commercial inputs like fertilizers and other chemicals. The
inputs like Jivamrit and Beejamrit are significantly reducing the costs of cultivation.
Natural Farming products have a much higher nutritional content. Protein, amino acid,
crude fat and other essential nutrient were about 300% higher than ordinary products.
Chemical residue such as nitrate is almost undetectable in Natural Farming produce.
Natural Farming leads to rural employment and increases the financial viability of small
farms. NF has the potential to generate employment opportunities across the agricultural
value chain, from production, distribution, and retail of natural mixtures to market
linkages for such produce. Further easy accessibility to natural inputs would bring in
gender equality in the sector. The indiscriminate use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides
is a threat to soil and environment. This has adversely impacted the crop response ratio
and created an imbalance of nutrients in the soil. The crop response ratio has reduced
from 58 percent in the last six decades. Natural Farming aims to reduce risks associated
with uncertainties of climate change by promoting the adoption of an agroecology
framework. It encourages farmers to use low-cost homegrown inputs, eliminate the use
of chemical fertilizers, and industrial pesticides. Natural Farming has shown evidence of
increased resilience of farmlands along with protecting crops against extreme weather
conditions by improving the fertility and strength of the soil. Natural Farming is a pre-
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eminent practice that has proved to improve water retention capacity. It requires
minimum water consumption and is known to reduce the dependency on resources like
water and electricity. Thus, ultimately preserving groundwater reserve, improve water
table, and reduce financial and labor stress on farmers. Practices like Whapasa have a
positive effect in improving fertility and improving water retention capacity of soil.
Similarly, contours and bunds preserve rainwater and allow soil moisture to retain for a
longer period. Natural Farming is not simply farming without chemical fertilizers and
pesticides, but rather it is organic farming with the added dimension of exploiting
beneficial microorganisms to enhance soil quality and soil health. It employs the use of
natural bio-inoculums instead of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Cow dung and urine
are the most essential components in Jivamrit and Beejamrit. A study by NAARM, funded
by NITI Aayog in February 2020, shows that the population of indigenous cows among
Natural Farming cultivators is found to be highest compared to crossbred cows, bullocks,
and buffaloes in Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh. Natural farming
transformation happens in a democratic way through men and women collectives taking
charge at the grassroots. Especially women collectives (SHGs and their federations) are
involved in programme planning, implementation and monitoring. Climate change poses
critical risks for farmers, and endangers the soil, water, and other resources on which
food production depends. Rising temperatures have already intensified droughts, heat
waves, and cyclones, making it harder to grow crops.
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An Investigation

Ayan Dutta, English dept. B.A.

(Major spoiler alert for Murder of Roger Ackroyd, the murderer’ strueidentity has been
reveled in this essay:)

An aficionado of Detective Fiction, Murder of Roger Ackroyd is a brilliant piece of Agatha
Christie’s attempt to bring forward two of her own very distinctive and different detectives-
Hercule Poirot and Caroline Shepperd in the same story, creating a contrast between both, as
these two detectives uses two different forms of investigation process- facts and intuition. It’s
to be noticed however, that all of their investigation and conclusions are being forth to the
readers by the narrator akathe implied author.

So, this investigation, (a meta joke, as the name of the essay is An Investigation) depends on.
But, the investigation process of none other than the narrator, as shown in Murder of Roger
Ackroyd or the importance of his investigation process as an ordinary narrator or at least,
significance of the role he plays in the story is later revealed to be the murderer. Now, I’'m
aware of the author’s attempt of mocking the rock-solid trust of the reader on the narrator’s
description as universal truth. While, I’'m very much into that, I’d like to step alittle further,
going for apowerful aswell as philosophical revelation. So, my argument is about theinfluence
of Dr. Shepperd over the case construction of not only the readers also the detectives', Hercule
Poirot and Caroline Shepperd, what | mean to say is that the novel can be interpreted as an
ironically meta-post structural joke about the death of Author God. As Ronald Barthes claims
in his essay Death of the Author, “the birth of the reader must be at the cost of the death of the
author”.

So, what it means for the novel, works thus, if we are to believe the authority of the author
God, then the character of Dr. Shepperd can be interpreted asthe authoritative discourse of the
author god limiting the understanding of the work, only to certain interpretations, which are of
course, chosen by the author in order to suppress the reader’ s own inquisitive mind, therefore,
confining the work from becoming a text. Now, a casual reader, here represented by Caroline
Shepperd, won't mind this ascendancy, however any critical reader, represented with a
detective, who is very much obsessed over anything which is not perfect, most definitely will.
As Dr. Shepperd gave Poirot false narrative, in order to mislead him, so does the author god,
but, the critical reader will find all the clues, all which are connected and all which are not, and
demolishes the control, and comes up a breakthrough interpretation, which is very different
from what the god has intended.

In thisway, the god is butchered and the detective comes to a breakthrough conclusion, which
Dr. Shepperd definitely did not want him to, therefore, making this “The birth of the author at
the cost of the death of the author” making it a self- reflective postsructural joke. This is my
personal interpretation about the novel and I might very well be wrong. And btw, thisiswhy |
care, who killed Roger Ackroyd.
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Botany, Zoology & Nutrition ‘ Catcation World in India
‘ ‘ EW NON-AUTONOMOUS COLLEGES

4 Years Bachelor of Fishery Science (B.F.Sc.)

4 Years B.Sc. Honours in Agriculture ‘ ’

Bachelor of Computer Application (BCA)

STATE RANKINGS 2022-23

Under Graduate Paramedical & Allied Health Science Courses (VU)
Bachelor of Medical Laboratory Technology (BMLT)

BBA in Hospital Management (BHM) ‘
M.A. Courses (VU)

Bengali, History, English & Education
M.Sc. Courses (VU)

Geography, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Computer Science, Botany
Nutrition and Dietetics, Food Science and Nutrition, Zoology
Agriculture (Agronomy)

Agriculture (Genetics & Plant Breeding), Agriculture (Plant Protection)
Fishery Science (M.F.Sc.)

Post Graduate Paramedical & Allied Health Science Courses (VU)
Master in Hospital Administration (MHA)
M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology

MMLT) in Applied Microbiology ’
MMLT) in Clinical Biochemistry

MMLT) in Hematology & Blood Transfusion
MMLT) in Advanced Pathology & Histopathology

M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology
M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology

—_ o~ o~~~

M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology
1 Year Advanced Diploma (VU)

Advanced Diploma in Geo-Informatics
Under Graduate Paramedical Courses (WBUHS) ‘
B.Sc. in Medical Microbiology
Bachelor of Medical Laboratory Technology (BMLT)
B.Sc. in Radiology & Imaging Techniques
Post Graduate Paramedical Courses (WBUHS) %
M.Sc. in Medical Microbiology K/
~~

M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology (Microbiology)

M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology (Biochemistry)
M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology (Haematology)
M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory Technology (Adv. Pathology & Histopathology)

Post Graduate Allied Health Science Courses (WBUHS)

M.Sc. in Applied Nutrition

Difectorate of Medical Education
Gou. of West Benga
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